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long the terror of India, fanatical assassins, who destroy
innumerable victims, though without shedding blood; as
well as bands of Pindarris, who perpetrate the most
odious massacres, almost with impunity. In every part
are swarms of the terrible Dacoits, a sect of poisoners, who
follow in the footsteps of the Thugs; and finally Nana
Sahib himself had taken refuge here, after escaping the
royal troops, now masters of Jansi. He having thus
thrown them off the scent, intended soon to go and seek
a more secure asylum in the inaccessible retreats of the
Indo-Chinese frontier.
To the east of Ghoondwana, is Kondistan or the country
of the Konds. These people are the fierce votaries of
Tado Pennor, the god of the earth, and Maunek Soro, the
red god of battles. They are much given to those
" meriahs " or human sacrifices, which the English have so
long endeavoured to abolish ; and can only be compared
to the savage natives of the most barbarous Polynesian
islands. In 1840 and 1854, Major-General John Campbell
with Captains Macpherson, Macvicar, and Fry, engaged in
long and troublesome expeditions against these daring
fanatics, who will do anything under a religious pretext, if
an unscrupulous leader can be found.
To the west of Ghoondwana, lies a state containing from
1,500,000 to 2,000,000 souls, occupied by the Bheels, for-
merly so powerful in Malwa and Rajpootana, now divided